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Course overview: 
  

This course will give students an initial overview of the primary 

legal systems that underpin the application of international 

humanitarian law (Hague Law and Geneva Law).  The main 

goal is to give students essential knowledge of the law of armed 

conflict.  IHL can be regarded as one of the important pieces of 

legislation as it can be applied both nationally internationally.    

 

The course addresses the philosophy, principles and practical 

application of international humanitarian law.  Also known as 

the law of war or the law of armed conflict, international 

humanitarian law consists of the international rules governing 

the conduct of armed hostilities; limiting the methods and means 

of warfare; and outlining the obligation to protect the victims of 

armed conflict. 

 

The course covers the following issues:  

 

 What is International Humanitarian Law (IHL 

 

 The origins of IHL 

 

 The essential rules of IHL  

 

 What treaties make up IHL   

 

 In what situations does IHL apply  

 

 Who is bound by the Geneva Convention 

 



 What are Jus ad bellum and Jus in bello   

 

 Does IHL apply to the “new” conflicts? 

 

 How does IHL adapt to new developments and what is the 

ICRC’s role in the process  

 

 What does IHL provide for in terms of material assistance 

to the victims of armed conflict 

 

 What does IHL say with regard to the restoration of family 

links 

 

 What are the provisions of IHL governing use of the 

emblem 
 

 How does IHL protect refugees and internally displaced 

persons 

 

 What measures are available for implementing IHL 

 

 What is the ICRC’s role in ensuring respect for IHL 

 

 How are war criminals prosecuted under IHL 

 

 What is a war crime  

 

 How IHL and human rights law relate  

 

 Does IHL apply to peace-keeping and peace-enforcement 

operations carried out by or under the auspices of the 

United Nations 

 

 What does IHL say about terrorism  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

By the end of this course, students who have successfully 

completed this course should: 
 

 Be able to distinguish, describe and explain the basic 

principles and rules of international humanitarian law.  

 

 Have a sound understanding of the development, scope, 

principles, and main rules of international humanitarian 

law.  

 

 Understand the process by which principles and rules of 

international humanitarian law continue to develop. 

 

 

 Be familiar with the role that governments and various 

institutions play in the implementation and enforcement of 

IHL, as well as the institutional framework established by 

the Red Cross Movement and States in relation to armed 

conflict and humanitarian issues generally.   

 

 Be able to research, discuss and analyse a selected number 

of contemporary problems relating to the international 

legal regulation of armed conflicts.   

 

 Be able to analyse current events and assess how 

international humanitarian law works in its daily practical 

application.  

 

 Be able to plan, present and moderate an in-class 

presentation 

 

 Be familiar with critical perspectives on the role these 

norms and institutions play in relation to the interests of 



the victims of armed conflict and principles of military 

necessity. 

 

 Be able to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the IHL 

as it now stands 

 
 

Attendance & participation: 
 

In accordance with University regulations, regular attendance at 

classes is mandatory. In addition, active participation in class 

discussions and activities is required. Students should come to 

the class prepared.  Students are expected to take an active role 

by contributing and sharing thoughts, opinions and ideas. All 

students are expected to remain open to new ideas and different 

points of view. Students should note that a poor participation 

record would have an impact on the final course mark.  

 

Recommended book: 

 

Gary D. Solis (2010), The Law of Armed Conflict International 

Humanitarian Law in War  
 

Y Dinstein, The Conduct of Hostilities under the Law of 

International Armed Conflict (2010, 2nd edn, CUP) 

 

F Kalshoven and L Zegveld, Constraints on the Waging of War 

(ICRC, Geneva, 2001) 

 

D Fleck (ed), The Handbook of Humanitarian Law in Armed 

Conflicts (Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2008) 

 



J-M Henckaerts and L Doswald-Beck (eds), Customary 

International Humanitarian Law: Volume I: Rules (CUP, 

Cambridge, 2005) (paperback) 

 

LC Green, The Contemporary Law of Armed Conflict (3rd edn, 

Manchester University Press, Manchester, 2008) 
 
 
 

Additional online resources for you to see:  
 

www.icrc.org  

www.un.org  

www.ihl.ihlresearch.org  

www.asil.org  

http://www.redcross.org  

 

         Some movies to watch:  

 Blood Diamond 
This movie explores child soldiers, displacement, 

protection, internally displaced people, refugees, criminal 

courts and family links. 

 Lord of War 
Starring Nicholas Cage, this film is based on a true story 

of a major Russian arms trader. 

 Kandahar 
During the Taliban era, Kandahar follows an Afghani-

Canadian woman as she attempts to enter Afghanistan in 

search of a despondent sister. 

 Fog of War 
Featuring interviews with Robert McNamara, this movie 

explores the experiences of the Secretary of Defence 

during the Vietnam War. 

http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.un.org/
http://www.ihl.ihlresearch.org/
http://www.asil.org/
http://www.redcross.org/


 The Power of One 
This film shows how youth helped to fight apartheid in 

South Africa   
    

    


