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The course description:
This course designed to develop learners’ skills in academic communication, at the same time; learners will use and develop all four skills. This course will enable the learners to raise current issues or question and discuss them academically. Also learners will learn to accept and respect other’s point of view inside and outside class. This course will help the learners to raise their problems academically and find suitable solutions or suggestions for solving the problems.

The Objectives:
This course has the following objectives:
	Enable the learners to use their ability and skills in using English language.

Increase their ability to think critically through scientific strategies.
Developing collaborative skills via working in groups.
Motivate them to be curious learners and suggest solutions.
Learn how to ask right question in order to understand the logical argument.
Arguing by bringing evidence or documents during academic discussion.
	
This course includes the following activities: 
	Presentation of the topics communicatively.

Seminars and panels.
Practice ethical communication.
Group or individual discussion (teacher and students).
Speaking and listening on the part of the learners.
Students’ work in groups (either small or big ones)
Practice reading and writing skills.
The teacher provides a topic each two weeks; also there are two topics that could be suggested by the learners after discussion with the teacher. As there are 7 months in the present academic year, (12) topics can be presented and discussed (i.e., a topic for each two weeks) as the following: 
	Technology 

Sports
Marriage age
Independency  
friendship
(Learners’ suggestion)
Recruitment
Traffic jam
New generation vs. old generation
 Divorce in Kurdish society vs. West society
 Getting high mark vs. understanding the topics
 (Learners’ suggestion)

That is because of the fact that in teaching each topic these activities should be conducted: 
1st week: the teacher presents the topic and then there will be interaction between the teacher and the learners.
2nd week: the learners will work together, there are two session in a week, so;
In first session, the learners work all together or in big groups and in the second session the learners will work in small groups of four or five learners.

Class Etiquettes 
(Arriving on time to the class is important, keeping quiet is essential, mobile phones should be silent. Avoid speaking with your classmates while teacher is explaining the lecture.  In this sense, the following two main points are to be taken into account:

A) Course Policies
Regular attendance is necessary and absences will impact on your grade.
There will be no make-up for any category of test, excluding some cases where you have medical report to excuse your absence.

B) Attendance & Participation  
Attending all classes with full preparation and active participation is estimated.
Showing up to class late is not accepted, and if attendance has already been taken students will be marked absent if they show up late. 
Make sure to contact the Head of the Department if you require missing class for health reasons. It is your duty to find out what work you have missed.
Grade Weighting: 
Having exams and evaluating the students in academic debate is as the following: 
Activities

Group work                                                                    10 %
Seminar                                                                          10%
Critical and creative thinking, problem solving activities
         10 %   
	Daily participation                                                          10%

Reports (written)                                                            15%
Presenting the reports (power point, poster, etc)         15%

Final Presentation                                                          30%
Group presentation evaluated by a committee of three examiners.

Total:                                                                      100%
Pass in each of the four activities is %50. If a student didn’t get %50 in each activity.


